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respect and treasure the language of the race, which you
are using, changing, enriching, or damaging every hour
of every day. Such exhortations are seldom heard ; and
it is not surprising that most of us choose and use our
words with no more thought than we give to respira-
tion, fondly supposing that it is as easy and natural
to speak the English language as it is to breathe the
English air. But I, though I have no particular title
nor aptitude for the affair and am in error as frequently
as you, exhort you boldly in the nation's name to
worry about words, to^h^rc ^n^2^fec|fe|^Ef%ind a respect
and a qwi^^ty-AS'^wdrd^, to keep a dictionary in the
home and ask yourself often: ' Now, why do I say
that ?' I am not urging you to be always right: for
few can hope for that. But we all can worry; and
that is the beginning of virtue. ^                 I&OJO
It is not, I warn you, Bobby, a comfortable estate
to be of those who worry abokt yyords. When I have
read a few columns in Mr H. W. Fowler's Modern
English Usage I feel that I shall never dare to put
pen to paper again. They are much happier who can
read without a twinge Mr Brown's complaint that
Mr Smith has * sabotaged the Peace issue ' and pass
on contentedly to the next column, in which Mr Robin-
son tells us that the M. C, C. ( have finalized the body-
line issue '. We know, we must admit, or very nearly
know, what Mr Brown and Mr Robinson mean, and
therefore, we admit, we might be content. For if we
understand clearly the signals of a policeman we do